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Mr. 'Francis Henry Peters was one of the most outstanding
. Christian laymen of his generation. He was widely knowir and greatly.beloved 

in St. Louis. He is remembered and will always be remem-
bered as a man of unusrai faith and broad Christian vision.

Mr. Peters was born on February 22, 1838, in Rothenfelde, Ger-
many. lle came to St. Louis on November lr, 1854. $(/ith his
brother Frederick rW. Peters he established a dry goods store in 1865
which was 6rst known as the Peters and Brother Dry Goo{s Company
and in 1887 was incdrporated as the Peters Dty Goods aid Clothing
Company. In 1889, with his brother Frederick rJ7. Peters and his
nephew Henry rV. Peters he founded the Peters and Miller Shoe
Company which became in l'892 the Petets Shoe Company. In lgll
the Peterr Shoe Company and the Roberts, Johnson and Rand Shoe
Company consolidated and became the Internrtional Shoc Company.
Mr. Peters was a very successful business executive and one wich high
ideals: He purposcd nlways to conduct his busincss on a Christian
basis,

On February 20, 1864, jusc nine months after the organization
of our Church, which was then known as the First German Presby-
terian Church, Mr. Peters united with our Church at the first Session
meeting for the 

"eception 
of members presided over by Dr, A, Vandcr

Lippe. From that time to the d,ay of his death, Mr. Peters was one
of the most earnest and consecrated members of our Church, His
benevolence, always done very humbly and unobtrusively, aided many
Christian institutions and worthy causes. He entered into the life
beyond this life on August 8, 1924. Our Church, which stands as a
living memorial to Mr. and Mrs. Peters, has a Ereat tradition to carry
forward, a tradition given to it not only by this great Christian layman
but also by the ealnest souls who in the days that are passed were
associated with him. ll ',,it,
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'ItrT.ANCIS IIEI.IHY PITENS . A I\IAN OT TAITH AI.ID VISIOI{I'

L Sernon hy

The Rev. Frederick A. BobLee, S.T.M.

Pastor of t;ie Peters illemor;al Presbyberian Church
of St. Louis, [Iissouri

This sormon l[as C.ellvered at the
coutrnemoxating the One Hundredth
Birth of Lir. Peters, held in the
morning, tr'ebruary 20, ]938.

special service
Annlversary of the
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'rFRA)ICIS IIINRY PETEIiS - A IVIA.N 0I' i AITH AND VISI0NTT

A Sermon bY

The Hev. Frederick A. Roblee, S.T.lU.

.e:ct: trBy faith he became a'sojourner in the land of
promiso....for ho looked for tho city which hath tho
fowrdatlons, whose builder and.maker 5.s God".

. Hebrews 11:9, IO.

If we were to search the. scriptures through
and through for a terb suitable for this service in
which 1?e are commencratlng the one hundredtii.
anaiversary of the birth of lVir. Peters, I do not
think that we could fiild bne ,lore Iiterally appropriate
than these words spoken so long a6;o of Abraham. As
that great pioneer of faith s.gt.oyt not knoptng just,
where he vras going and. became a s'oSourner in the-land'
of promise, so [1r. Fete:'s by fait]: set out frotn his
native country and became a sojourner in.t'he new land.
of promise across tbe seas;: And like Alrahum of,,o1dr.'
ho too "Icoked for the city which hath ttre fouildations,
whose buil-oer and maker is God'r

nativo land when he was only slxteen years of ago and
came to Amerlca whohe he jolned a slster and brother
ln St. Louis, Ho arrived in thls clty on Noven-rber 15,
L854 aftor a very sto:rqy voyage mado in a smaIl sailing
vossol from the north coast of Germany to }iow Orloans.,

H1s first employrnent in St. Louis was as a
elerk j-n the l. H. B1anke Candy Factory located. on
Illarket Street between Tenth and Eleventh Streets. A
year or so later he became a cl-erk in a grocery store
on North Broadway ovrned by a man named Robinson. In
1857, he became a clerk j"n his brother-1n-Law's store
located in Bay, Missourl. In 1863 he returned to
St. louis and with hls brother, Ired.erick, opened a

9,?",Francls Henry Peters was born on February
l-838 in Hothenfetrde. Germanv. He was the son of-'-Gasper lie-nry and Louise Tepe Peiers. I{e left his
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gxocerv store at Sixteenth and Market Streets. Two
years l-ater this buslness was disposed. of at a profit

, and a'dry goods store was estabfi-snea on the north-: east corner of Fourteenth and Warren. At first this
business was known as the peters and Brother Dry
Goods'Corrpany but was incorporated in 1BBZ as the
Peters Dry Goods and Clothlirg Ccmpany.

In 1889 with his brother Fred,erick and a
. nephew'Henry I[. Peters, he founded the peters and
&filler Shoe Conrpanl' with a faetory on Thirteenth and

'Monroe Streets. The npme was changed to the peters
. Shod Conrpany 1n 1892 and was eonsolidated with the
Roberts, Johnson and Ranil Shoe Company in lgl1 to forrn
the fnternatlonal Shoe Company. Frore..this brief out-'line of his rer:arkable business careex it is easy to,see that IVtr, Peters was an executlve of unusual
resourcefulness. He. waa a builder and hd built ve4r

On ApriJ- 1, 186I il[r. peters :narried Henrietta
Cather.inp Torwegge. She died. not quite six years
l-ater on February 18, 1862 1eaving two motheilesschildren. Cn August ZOr, 1968, I,lr. peters rnarried

, Eliza Knol-lenberg with whom he lived in bl-essed
happiness the rest of his life. Mrs. peters was a
wonan of remarkable faltlr aad character. Together
they naae a wonderful couple. They trained. it uir
chtlclren well and bequeathed to them a wond.erfur in-
herlta4ce of falth and vision. The many who knew the
hlossings and. comforts of their home as vre1l as the
maqy uore who met them in the wider circles of 1ife,felt the lnspiratlon of two reaU_y noble Christian
people,

Mr. Peters joined our Church, which was then
known as the tr'irst German presbyterian Church just
nj.ne months after its organization. The date was
February 20, 1864, and nas the first session meetingpresided over by Dr. van Der Lippe for the receptionof members. From that tlrne to ifie Aay of his death
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I'[r. Peters was one of the most earnest and eonseerated.
members of our Church. Associated -rii;ir him in the
development of our Church 'nvere a nur,:ber of ",,rn""t ano
resourceful men. There was Louis Schwarz who becarne
an elder in the sarne year that &tr. Petei:s d.id, l8g4.
There nere f'ritz Z:wtcki, Albort Doerflinger, Adolph
Gesellschap, John Heidernan and George tr'f. Mehl to
mention only a fevl . As r;re think of X,lr. Fetersr service'to our Church I am sure that he would 1ike to have us
rnentlon these and many others who 1abored with him in
the Lordrs vineyard..

I\,1r. tseters ylarj elghty-six years of age when he'entored. into the life beyona thls life on August B,
1924. He was surrived by his widow, seven child.ren,
fifteen grandchild.ren and. six great-grgnd.children.
Some men are rremembered. because of the wealth and fame
that they aequire I others are remembered and 1oved for
what they themselves are. The latter is deeid.ed.Iy the
case with Mr. Peters. Although it is true that he
becalno verlr wealthy anC gave very generously tc many
worthy institutlons and eauses, he was not p::imarily
esteemed and beloved. because of hls philanthropy but
rathe'r because of the vholesome Christian spirit and
purpose of his l-ife. One who knew him inlimately has
written, r'One'brief visit in'Mr. petersr presence was
enough to eonvince any caller that this man throughout
his life had remalned unspolled by riclies and that his
friendship was the greatest gift he could bestomr'.

Perhaps the best description of lvlr. peters is
gi.ven when it i's said "that he was a man 61 simple
vital faith and. broad Christian vision. He was a il€rn
of faith, A passage from his diary which he kept
falthfulLy as part of his book of accounts until
advancing age interferred, te1ls of the profound
religlous experienee that was h1s vory soon after he
came to St. Louis. Listen to l,{r. Peterst own words:

trl'Ihen about eighteen years o1d, I worked at
my trad.e as a cand.y maker in a factory on Market Street.
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Among my fe11ow worlonen was one whose name was Albert
Hausman. This .rnan was different from the other rnen.
lie was a very good ',rorker arid acted friendly to
every one in the factory, but would not take part in
anything unbecoming to a Christian or a gentleman. I
soon got to love this r,:an and trieo to live such a
life as Hausman did. I noticed that he had something
I failed. to have. Ilaving: been reared by Godly-
parents, the good. Lord kept me from goin€: astray aI-
together. n[y parents! prayers followed me wherever
I went. I often felt this. I attended Chureh
repplarly, but knew I was not right with God.. My
friend invj-tod me one day to a revival meeting, which
was held in a ivlethod.:.st Church, trhich he attended.
God soon showecl me, through His grBat mercy, that I
yras a sinner 'and that I needed a Saviour but I couta
find no peace, and kept on praylng. So one night I
made up my xdlnd. to keep on praying until the Lord
would take the heavl' burden of sln from me. After
leaving the Church my good. f?iend. and I enierecl the
candy factory and went into a sma1l eloset, used for
drying, for prayer. In this closet the Lord took n.5r

burden from mer. and'I'came to know that Chrlst had
died for r1y sins also and. reconcil-ed mo with the
Father. I felt then very happy and thought I must
tell everybod.y the Great Thing the Lord hao d.one for
me. I wrote my parents a letter and told them of my
conversion. I also wrote an oId Christiar: friendr
This man had more experience than I had. 'He must
havo seen flom my letter that I was'self-confident
and hacl the idea that I was all right now. The
answer I received. was very short. He wrote ilgr,'
rrFrank, the devil is'still alive and not dead"'r. I
dld not undorstand what he meant but I found later
that he was rlght in tolllng me that tlre rievll wes
still alive , '

"I have tried. to live a Christian life for'
more than 50 5'ears but .hlve ofter, found. that I
needed the Lordrs help to iead me and keep me, to
Iive a life pleasing to Him. I know that only the

-:-
Blood. of Cirrist He spilt on Calvary's Cross can save
me and bring me to Heaven.rr

Unt1l we have read that, we oo not see lrrlr.
Peters ln true perspoctive at ail. Having read that,
everything eise that we know about hirn takes on a
richer and uore wonderful rneaning. ivir. Peters was a
man vrho had become profoundly aware of the presence
and the guidance of God in his 1ife. It vras'this
that 6qave him fortitude in sorrow, unyieldtng firm-
ness in the fact of temptation and untiring faith-
fulness in Christian service. hlr. Peters vras a
tithor, but that vras the minimum not the maxtmrm
standard.which he set for h1s stevrq.rd.ship trefore
Goc1. And .it was an account which he kept with the
Lord, and n'b one else: i\tr. Peters was amazingiy
hr:nrbl-e and unobtrustve in hls benevofence. Because
of his life-long habit of making his gifts with the
statenent, 'tfroxa a friendr', much of what he gave
reniains to this day a closed .book, He ga're and he
gave very, very generously with never a thought of
any material profits or rewarAs:returning to him
from his gifts. Nor was this all. Ivir. Peters v{as
not orrly an extremely conscientious man in the,
stewardship of his money but 'also in the making of
it. Itlhen he dpened. his dry goods .store, he declared.
that he purposed to cond.uct it upon a Christian basis.
Fron this purpose he never retreated, but always
'triecl to cond.uct his business affairs as a Christian
should.

Ivlr. Petdrs vlas not only a man of faith and
deep and abiding convietiong, he was also a man of,
vlelon. IIe lnvested tiis money ln Chrlstlqn lnptltu-
tions and worthy causes that would really count ln
the advancement of the Kingdom of God. It was
largely through his gifts and earnest personal en-
eouragement that the Winnebago Presbyterian Church
began in 189? as a mission of the oId. Tirst German
Presbyterian Church. Again it was largely through
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his gifts and efforts that the Vietor Street Nlission
*u" i'tgm in 19O5. Again in 1916 when the congre€:a-

tion moverl out from Tenih and Rutger to this present
.l-ocation and became the sidney sireet Presbyterian
Cfrrrr"fr, the faith, the viston and the material gifts
of LIr; Peters v;ere a great help in buiiclirig and

developing the.new Church' It was at that time also
that the Tenth Street l'[ission vras or€'anlzed to earry
on in the otd church building. I{ow proud and happy

we are and ought to be of the na:ne of our Church'
which stands as o memorial- to sueh a man as this!

I[r. Petersr personal rinterest was not con-

f,inod Just to hls own Church' For many ybars he htnr-

self wis Superintenoent of tne Sturgeon iviarket Sunday

School. He was offieially'eonneeted with the Young

I,,ienrs Christian Association for more than forty Jro&rs

and he vlas one of the organizers and charter members

of the \Iorth Side Braneh. He was one of the founders
of the. Sunday School Unton and helped io start many

of tbe Sunday Schools in the Ozark liountains' He vias

greatly interested in the Universitlr of Dubuque and
.r"au rnany glfts to that fine school-' 'll9!u""
Cotrrnonsr', one of the most beautif\rl buildings on that
carIlpus', stands as a nemorial to his interest and

lenevolence. In addition to these Mr' Peters was

interested in a large number of other institutions
and worthy.causes. In all his phitanthropy he vas

'thesamehumbleandearnostChristiqnsteward.riYe
are girren a vivid and also a beatr-tiftrl picture of
both Nh. and. 1\,1rs. Feters in the rords of Dr'
Cornelius Mi Steffens who was for many years the
President of the University of Dubuque, in this
paragraph from a book he wrote 1n 1921' .Dr' Steffen
Eays:

ilBoth t{r. and Mrs. Peiers have
given, freely of their lives to the benefit
of the Unive::si.ty. These falthf\rl friends
feol most devoutly the blessings God has
bestowed uPon them; their faith and

-?-
gratltude are touchingly simple. Perhaps
no living friends deserve greater honor for
the 6lrowth of our v/ork. Mr. Peters has
guiderl the President like a father'r.

Such a trlbute as this has been pald. to few, but i-t
was paid to Mr. Peters not by one, but by many who
knew and loved hlm.

Thus vre set before our minas anrl hearts this
day the life of Francis lienry Peters. Very obviously
anything we might say could neither add to nor iake
from the reai character of such a man. 'He has gone
to his ireavenly rervard., but ![E remgln to carry on the
great trad.ition thich he iras left to us, My address
this mornlng is not primarlly a eulogy; it is a sermon.
I atn sure that 1[r'. Peters rould desire that it should
be such.. And so, beforo we close we ur.rst ask those
questions: Is such falth and vislon needed tod.ay? Can
there be str-ch faith and'vislon in our lives now?

Of course r Vou will expect me to say rryesrt to
the'de questionsr-- and that is exactly what f do say.
But soiue of you will take that answer, at first, with
reservatlons. "nden cannot }ive today, as l\{r. Peters
livedlrr yoo w111 say. rtBusiness cannot be conducted
f.ike that now! Moreover, the age of our fathers and,
our forefathers was.,not so perfect. Many of the weeds
that so infest the Soil of the post-war worId. wero
seed.s plantect or at least not removed from the soil in
those day". Today, for many of usr', some of you will
sayr "falth and vision are cancelled by cynicism and
bltter, but after all, honest d.isilluslonmentr'.

Is there any answer to i;his modern Bood., com-
potnded as it is of frustration and disappolntment, on
the one hand, and a kind of dogged realism, on the
othor? Yos, the answer is simply the truth that we
live today ln a world being shaken to lts foundations.
Virhat is false is belng shown to be faIse. All that is
false is battering itself to pieces in a world which,
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in i b s ult imate foun'trat ions , is moral- . Lrhat is
true is beinp' shorvn to be tme and is being
establ-ished more firm-Iy than ever. Of course, this
propess has always been going on but we live in a
time when the judgments of the Eternal are wrltten
Iarge. There ls much terrible suffering, yesl But
suppose lt were not so? Suppose hato anrl selfish-
ness did not make any difference? Suppose men eould.
exploit their fellow-men without wreckln5; and
destroylng the economic and soclal order in which
they did itr--what then? You see our roal hope is
Jusi in the tremendous and.incohtrovertible fact
tlrat this fS God's worl-rf, -- a moral world -- and
that ds men sow, so.d.o they ieapl

Somo things are being shakdn today and
ought to be shaken, unt1l they stand reveal-ed in all
tbeir terrible ugliness and f.rtility. Such a thing
ls self-rlghteousnbss; national self-righteousness in
foreign policy, group self-righteousness in industrial
and rac1a1 exploitaiion, and individual self-
righteousness in our dealings with one another.
Another such thing that is being shaken and ought to
be shaken ts secular materlalism; the whole terlble
1ie that ree can live successf\rIIy ln this worLd as
If it were ::.ot Godrs world at all, -- as if uaterial
thlngs were all tirat mattered to spirltual,beings.
A third such thing that is being shakon and ou6ht.to
be shaken ls sel-fishness. There is mueh selfishness
and there is far too little real happlness and
satisfaction. I{ever in all history was it written
plainer than it is being written today that the only
way in which we can be happy is io live in ways which
help others to find, happiness a1so.

The more such things as self-rlghteousness,
secular rnaterialism, and seLfishness are shaken the
more oiher things stand out clearly revealed ano
eternal-. One of these is the faith in God and the
transcend.ent value of every hurnan being. Another is
falth ip the marvel-ous 

"*ri-ng power and. grace of the

-9-

Lord Jesus. Still anoth.er is tne vision of the "eity
which hath the foundations, whose buiLder and maker is
Godt'; the city that God Himself is bulldlng ';ith tho
porsonalities of the men and women who live sineeroly
and riare greatly for Christ and His l(ln"gdom.

The secret of really suecessf\il livlng in this
moral universe ls to release the better alternative
again and again in our own lives and in the ever
wldening circle of our own influence. Always, in every
situation, there is before us a best possible alterna-
tivo and also something short of that best. The best
pcssible alternative must be chosen and released' again
and again. This can on11'- be done as ive cultivate a

life of sinole sincere faith and.earnest daring
Christlan Burpose, as dld Mr. Peters; as we live our
Iives under dlvine grace and. guid,ancer as he ctid. The
eternal foundations have not ehanged. Upon them, we

too mr.rst bui1d.

(t{ote:- For information concernln,c, the l-lfe of I',{r.
Peters, I am greatly indebted. to 'rI'rancis Henry
Peters -- A Tributefl written in 1926 by Dr. KarI tr'.
lfettstono, to a book entitled rrAd'ventures in Money
Raislng'r by C. I\'i. Steffelirs and PauI P. Faris written
in 1950, and to conversations with members of his
family and others r'rho knew this great Christian
intlmately. -- F. A. Roblee.)


