
PETERS FAMILY HISTORY AS RELATTD TO
W F. BAGGERMAN BY HIS T]NCLE
GEORGE A PETERS IN ABOUT 1y73, wrflr
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY THTS WRITER
TTIE FOLLOWING INFOM WAS TAKEN
INCONI\{ERSATION AI{D MAY BE SOMEWI{AT
REPETMOUS AI.I{D NOT PERFECTLY
ORGAI\IZED.

This infomation was given to me byUncte George uto was residing at Claybn

House, a retirement home on Clayton Road and Woods Mill Road" For several years I called

on him weddy at lhe home. Unde George was about gL years old at tre time ftis infomation

was given to me.

Francis Henry Peter:s was bom F*.22r 1838 in Rothenfdd (spdling may be inmr-

rect), Germany. He died August Urly24 at fte family homg 2216 St Louis Ave, St Lou[]

Mo He came to fu Unit€d Sates rvh€n k was abort 14 or 16 years dd. [Iis parent never

came to the US.

FrederickPeters was fte oldest brofter of Francis tL Peters, He carhe over frst
fttm Germany. The oldest sisterwas Kafu P€fiers. Se mamied a man rvhose namewas aho

Peters. They seffled in Bay, Missouri in Gasconade County. Her husband did and she mar-

ried Simon Boegsr Qast name spelling may be He ornmed lhe general sbne in Bay

and was also a land orvner. He was a shunchRepublican He would be lhe postmaster at Bay

dwing fte period nten ftere was a Republican adminishztion He also onared a flour mill at

Bay, Missouri Simon Boeger was tre father of Louis Boegerrlho in later yeans buitt a large

famity home about the 8$O( btoc* of \ilestmoreland in University City. I met fte family about
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this time as ftry were active members at the Univelsity Metrodlst Church, University City,

rryhere I attended Sunday School for several years

tt W. Pe@rs was one of tre strong ear{y leadens in the Peters Shoe Co. and later in

Intemational Shoe Co. He was the father of Oliver Peters, EIIa Peters Lauman and Edwin pe

ters Oliver Pefiers was fte hst member of tre family to be an offi6gr of Intemational Shoe Co.

The brothers and sisters of Francis tL Peters were:Frederick Peters, Mns. Charlotte

(Peten) Waldcker, Mrs August (Peten) Toennb and Louis B Petens. One of his bro&em re-

mained in Germany (name unlarown). (Note: The Children of Frederick Peters were: Mrs
(Ida) Henry Pauley n&ose famity lived in North St Louis and had a drug store on Grand Ave.

near the old Sporlsman's Par{r. Miss MehPeters u&o lived io Bay, MlssouripVo/e. Not to be

confusedwith St I'ouis reldivealso a Metn Pders, WFB) and Mrs Ernst Schutfr,of Sy

Inuis. The three Schultu sory Ernes! Jr., llarold and Frederick live in St Louis county as does

fteir sistea Mrs Francis Schultu Bates Weiker.

Mrs Charlotte Peters Waldecker (wife of FrankWaldecker), of Bay, Missourt

Their two sons werre Emil, rrcendy a deputy sheriffin Gasconade Cormrty, and Francis, n&o

had worked for the Phillips Oil Refinery in East St Loui$ There is also a daughter Clara n&o

is married to Robert Schnatmaier, of St Char{es Mrs. August To€nnis, tived In St Inub and

was in the printing business Seldom was in contactwift ffris branch of Grandpa Peters family.

Louis B Peters was Grandpa P@rs brotrer, he lived in St t,ouls and hemember he

worked at tre Peters Dy Goods Store on 14& St rfren I was a small boy. His children were

John Peten n&o abo worlred at tre dry good sbre as a young man ften went to tive in Arimna

due to the health of his wife and daughter. The other child of Grandpa's brother was Mrs. Emil

(F,t{na) Click The sons of lhe Clicks wene: t ouls, \ilalter and Robert They were about my age

and we sometimes saw them at family parties

Grandpa's fatrerwas in charge of a salt mine or similar operation for fte Geman

government (Note: Probably the onlyfamily relnled item brought overfrom Germany wos a

cuclmo bbdpruemed coded in sall crystals, and shown under a glnss bell jar) Bdievewhen
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Grandpa came over, he first s€tfled in Bay, Missouri and wor*ed in the gocery store at trat

location He ften eilme to St Inuis and opened a grocery sbre at Clinton and 14ft Street He

then later opened lhe Peters Dry Goods & Cbeing Co. at fte 14th and Warren location

Based upon rdigious bdief of keeping the Sabbalh hoty, windorv shades on fte display windom

wene brougfut doum on Sunday so ttat there couldbe no "windorv shopping". When &e shop

ping area declined along fte rrfailarca of 14ft stneet and it uas decided tu dose lhe dry goods

store and hold a going out of business sale, a sdling organization was brought in This sdling or-

ganization proposed bringing in o&er merrhandise for fte sale Grandpa Pefrn forbid it as

mfair. Grandpa and Grandma tived above fte stonen&en it first openedin 1881. The doctor

recommended more exercise for Grandp Petrrs ad hebuilt a home at?.23l6 St Inub Avenue

and he tren walked bad< and forlh to fte sbne.

The house on St LouisAvenue was built in 1894. fL W. Peten and Grandpa's so&

Fred worked as salesmen for Chaflin AIIen Shoe Co., St Louls. The ompany came to a near

failing condition I suppose ftrough lhis contact Grandpa leamed about fte ompany, trough

trerewasano,lhervenionftatgrandpaand l\rlr.Allenwereaquainfrdtrroug[chur&andso

boust the mmpany. Taking a partuer, it became Peters and Mller Shoe Company. Miller

lhen borrowed mon€y from Grandpa Pefurs Mr. Miller def'aulted m lhis personal debt and

Grandpa forclmed fte note and gained his infurest in fte company.

H W. Pefiers, Fred Pefurs, Mr. Sudholt and several ofters ran &e company. Th€y

were jobbers and fte shoes were boust in fte easbm US. Fred (son of Grandpa Peer$ had a

meding at tre home on 14lh and Warrn (above tre dry goods sbre) regarding charging to a

manufactring operation Those in fte business accepted lhe idea and they started to manufac-

tre shoes in a small way, soon moving h a building on llft andNor& Marlrct Stneet This

building was on a oomer across from a small park. LaGr ftey built a factory atl2lhand Noflh

Market Itwas a ltrce sbry buitding. Machinery was operatrd by bdt or rope drive. They *
larged several "'nes and finatty extended to lhe oonrcr of 12tr and North Market (Soufiteast

onrer) From lhis location they moved b lhe Norfreast comer of Jefferson and St Louis
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Avenues They built tris factory in aburt 1900. They aho built a factory at Glasgorv and Norft

Marlret

The last name of Grandpa Pefun firstwife was Torwegen (or Torwegee) I never

heard the firstwife referred to and fte name was only lmoum b me by having seen ftgrave

stone in the famity plot in St Peters Cemetery. The clildren of this mamiagewere William,

Fr€d and pmsibly anotrer child uto died in earty fife

Fred was the business po\ryer in eadier years of lhe family. A story in family hlsbry

and probabty tug was trat Fred r+tile atending a dinner meeting of officers of shoe crmpanies

in St Louis, was sitting acnoss lhe table from Jadson Johnson and the two men conceived the

idea of merying tre ompanies u,hich alongwilh P@rs Shoe Company, became Inhutirmal

Shoe Company. The two men were said b have bdieved ftat lhe merger would work out be

cause tre oompanies wene @nducting aburt fre same kind of hsiness by lh same kind of men

and metrods

Grandpa Peter:s seond wife'snamewas Eliza tr(nollenbery Shewas bom in St

I"oui$ near fre location of an earty Idian mormd, prohtly m or near Mormd Stneet Shewas

trc mother of Charles, Emma Louise (my mother), Marlha, Frank E and George A Pefiers

Two c}il&tn Ar&ur and Clara died r+&ile in fteir ben yeals Bo& I bdieve died of tuberule

sils, Altlived inlhe St Louis arca lhrougfuoutmostof theirlives

Fred Pefurs and Henry \[. P@rs starEd theirwor*ing carsem as salesmen for

Chaflin Allen Shoe Co. In lhb way Grandpa Peters came b liuroru about the shoe business

Grandpa P@ls had lhe dry goods hsiness at fre time and was tre source of his investment

capital needed b go into fte shoe brsiness Chaflin AII€n was in financial difficulfiy. To buy ottt

and start the rew hsiness proht*y Charles 7d[rg (Nob: There was aZAeJewdry Sbrc in

the Arcade Building on 8tr and Olive Stree6, I believe lhis was fte oumer of the jewdry Gom-

Fny) and a n[r Dr€es came in b tdp snpply ca$ht Th hsiness ruas renamed Petrrs &

Miller Shoe Co Mller soon dropped out due to personal financial problems Grandpa Pefiers

was vicepresidert of the new company ad tt W. Peters was pr€sid€ttt He was anolher
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power{bl peNonality in the family and I bdieve addd much to fte sucoess of tre new company

and later Intemational Shoe Co. Grandpa Peters was the largest sfockholder. The company

start€d as a jobber, buying fteir stock from eastem manufactrrers.

Thougfu Uncle Fred Peters was the erly business power of tre family, Uncle Chartie

Peters demonstrated considerable business acumen in b€@ming the founder of Linddl Trust

Company, located at Grand and St Louis Avenues. Albefi (Detry) Dehdendor{, nephew of

uncle Chadie Petery served as president of tre bank for many yeans.

In 1916 Grandpa and Grandma Peters cdebrated fteir 50h wedding anniversary

and Grandpa's 78ft birtrday. At the anniversary debration each of tre childrcn, Wlliam,

Chades' Fredericlq Emma Louise, Marft& Frank E and George A Peters were given 300

shares of common and 2fi) shares of preferrcd stockin Intemational Shoe Company.

Grandpa Peterswas knowto have said laterinlifetrathewas born poor andwanted

to be poor u&en he died. He meant that he wanted to gve away his wealdr. His gMng was

unique and wdl guided. Photographs show him tundng the first shovd of dirt for thesidney

Stueet Presbyterian Church. He gave tre major amormt to build fte Peters Memorial Presby-

terian Churc} a t Sidney and Minnesoh. He gave fte amount to build fte Noflh Side YMCA

he aho gave &e amormt to build the main dining rmm buitding of fte YS,ICA College Camp

atlakeGenevarWisconsin HegaveasubstantialamounttoThefarmingtonOrphanageat

Farmington, Missouri and many ofter persom ad deavors annorurced as ttgiven by a

friendtt.

While in my state senate campaign n 1962 I catled on Mr and Mns Ben Rau rvho

livedonRandolphStreet(acrossft,omftepark)instCharlesrMissouri Mlrs.Rautoldme

trat Emma (nee Knoltenberg) Bucher, bom Marc} 2711857 was her grandmother and ftat her

grandmo&er and my grandmother (Eliza Knolienberg Peten)were sisters. and Nora Peters

(Uncertain of the aocuracy of relationship of ftis referencg WTB).
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MY LNCLES, ALNTS AND COUSINS ON THE PETERS SIDE OF TTIE FAMILY AS

RECORDED BY WILLIAM F BAC,GERMAN

William and Kate Petels last home was on about 86n \ilestmordand Ave, Univer-
sity Gty, IUlssouri Their chitdren wene Mabd Peters Wreiden, Ndlie p.6rs tlams, (her h,s-
band Emil onnred the Peter Hauptman Tobacco Company), and Rutr peters MacCar&y, (her

husband John for many yeals oumed a large Ford Agency near Ddmar and Skinker in St
Louis).

FrederickandLottie PeterslasthomewasonWestministerPlacenearSkinker,st

Louis Their children were Edgar, Raymond and Frederick Frederickwas tre colorfuI son af-

terzuccess in a large auto repair business on MancheshrAvenearKingshighmy in$,hatis
now the Cook Paint Co building. At ftat time the Post-Dispatch nehcpaper was delivered by a

hrge fleet of tuucks These trrrcks were maintained at his garage. He tren moved his frmity tu
Florida because of the heallh of one of his sons In Florida he became lmorm as &e tfpotato

King". I remember meeting him in the tatu 30's or eady 40's on a rare visit to St Louis from
Florida I don't know &e size of his potato famhg operation, but he said for crop dusting he

operated a fleet of eight airplanes, and to do the seiling on &e commodities market spent about

$8000 per montr on tdephone charyes

Char{es and Kate Peters last home was atWestminister Place near Skinker, St

Inuis. His firstwifewas always referrrcd to as Lizzie Their childrenwere Claribel Peters

Rodewatd' (tre first husband of Clarabd died in Denver, his name not limornm to me) , Grace

Peters Dehlendorf and Elizabeth Peters Scheu. Uncle Charlie Peters was widowed in later life

and marrid Ollie Bruegeman She was alnays fte fffe of fre hu€nt famity parties She

had been active in Republican politics and had a fair{y high position in lhe city or state goverrr

ment during tre tlarding campaign

Emma Louise (Peten) Baggerman (my mofter) was married to William J Bagger-

man in 1912. Their children were winiam F. and Frederickp.
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Martha (Petels) Urbach was married to Ferdinand Urbach. He was afteologr

professor atthe University of Dubuque, (Iowa). Professor Urbach died before any of the

grandchildren methim. The only child was Walter F Urbach. Hewas a rnriversity instnrctor

and completed his career as a full professor of English at the Massachusetb Institute of Tech-

nologr, Boston Hewas our favorite older cousin andwas our ttmodd". Hewas responsible

for three of fte yolmger cousins becoming studen6 at IWLT. He was the true intellectual

member of fte family. Walter finlshed his career as a full professor of Engfish literafirre.. He

evm told us youngsters in the 1920's about fte concept of space travd

The Frank E. Pehrs Iast family home was 6814 Wateman Ave,University

City, Missouril The wife of Frankwas atways referred to as Nora The children were Ralph

(wife Phoebe), nto had a position with Eastman Kodakin Rochesbr, NervYorlq and twins

Francis A (B"d) Peters and Elinor (Peten) Schaper. Bud was abouttre age of my brofter

Fred and me. Wewere close friends as wdl as cousins

George A and EIsa (nee Doerr) Pefiers, as ftis is writh& both live at Clayton House,

a nursing home on Clayton Road near Woods Mill Road" Uncle George is now about 93 years

old" Aunt Elsa had a serious strotre about fouryears ago and has been a complete invalid since

ften Uncle Georgeworked for Peters Shoe Co. as a yormg man in fte officeand rdated trat

he paid theworkers in gold oins Uncle George was krrornm as tre frail or siclty member of

the entire famity, but he has oudived all his brotrers and sisters and most of his nephews and

nieces As a young man and soon after hb mardage he went to thedryer dimate of Idaho and

shfted a large apple orchard. This operation was near the toum of Weiser. Itwas not

sucmsful, but has even rmtil now given him a stock of stories about ffe in fte earlier west

Completedtanscribingtheabovefanily history andcommen$ onlaly 15, 1975. SpeUing

conections and revisbns complded on Janaary 24, 1998 by WFB.
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