
Copy of the back pdge of the goth Annlvsrsery chureh bulletln, ddtod
May 17, 1953 of The Peters Menorial Presbyterlan Church, Sldney aad
I'l innesota Avenue, St. Louis, M lssour i. The cornor sfone of thlg
church vas la id by Freder ick P. Baggermdn. hl il I lan ,.!. and Enna L.
Boggernon were menbers there f or at I of thelr narried I i?o. fll lt ian
J. served as an elder and vas chairnan and treasurar of the bulldlng
comnittee which bultt the later church bui td ing in about t93a,

9,4.

A chtrcb u)irb aisior, . . .

ra the archlver of the ehurch tDere ls ar old book xlth a rora lsltLcr cover.
on lts c'over [s tnscrlbed "sssgioual rocordg ol the Flrgt Germst prosbytsrlra
Church O- 8., St Loulr, Mo. 18th ilay of Hay 18G8." The tlrst tct rceordeO ls tlc
folloring:

"Tbe commlttee eppolated by tho $L l^outs Presbytery, O, S. to
orsanlre a Geman Presbyteriaa congregauoa 0. S. ln the ctty of
SL Louts, ldo., conslstint of t[e Rey. J. H. Brooha, Rev. Il1 H.
Parls rnd A. G. Edwards, elder, m6t .t ?rrl p. m. in the baeement
of the Secoail Presbyterlan Church, St. Louls."

Eeginniat iu 18{? there was a mall g:roup of Hollanderg rho met lor vorrhlp
ln the home ol one of their numtrer. People o( German anil Swlss descent soon
rssoclatod themsolves witb this group and Pet€rs Momorlel Presbyterls[ Ch[rch,
thel hown as the First Gsrmau Presbyteria[ Church, wag organlzed rhteen yeari
Iater.

Rev. Adalbert Yander Llppe" D.D., eccepted a call to become the firgt Partor
of the church. Through the stormy drys of the Clvil War he aud hts teltbfUl
coagtegation perseverod- llXhen liDanclal aesistance came lrom Pastor Vaailer
Liippe's relatlvea in Central Europ€ the congregatlon left thelr etore lront ehurei
and hullt tholr tirst sanctuary at l0th aud Rutg,:r Streete. Oue of the eerly
ohstarlr:s n'as the payment of a deht virich would hare defeatod many a congrGga-
iion. $6,20U.00 rernaiaed to tre paid of the orlglnat cost ot $10,000.00, whea a
tornado inflicted damages of $1,2!i().00. "{rid to this the. lact that the congregetioD
irad iuft speut 11,500.S0 in rernodelling the builtting, plus an lot€rost rate of uluo
fler ('elrl, and you be8in to apprer:iate the p€rBeverbnce ol this early congregattoa.
'lfhat debt rr*r pairl off. a rnans* was tuilt nr.rt door to t}., church, and the churcb
prospertd irr every ray. A 1r:tmrhlet, "f):rc I):r!rrri:lqtt" i,u-r r*hed ln 1891 -qhnra the
church I.r.j A nrcfilberi;hip ?f 1${1. 'i'ndr:r, I:rr llrw memi,.-,'s had been addOal ln
thlt yc;rr. ,E,verage ;ritendance at ttrrr i-l::hool was 119, lrr{ the congregatloasl
exptrrdllurss &moirnt.$rl to $3,4{9.63.

Another momeniorrs d*lcision riras to change the locatiol cf the church and
to hold ali Bervlces ix i;i,.. ;tnglish language. Ry thilr tinre tht. ity was expanding
et a rapid rate. }.or rlan.!' years Jeflerson Avenue had been tirr clty limits, Mem-
berg were now establishirig h.}mes $est of thir. boundsr"y. At its h*st, transportatlo!
by atrett c-ar wa& inconyeniert. The yor:np,er generatlou \[as no loager famlllar
wilh the (]ertnal} iaDgua$':,.'l'1r.,r]rr"ision Lo reloairl.e the r:hurch and to use the
I4nglisb lelguage is e cle-'ar" r.;vitlt:,r e of pioi';i{,,ssi'r., attitrde oi the people who are
u*Ially looked upon rs y{,>ry i:onservativr illi,J sl.r*'to &dopt such. f&r roac!:lng
chsngos. So in 1916 the lrirst Germar ilrexi:"r't.erian Church becarrre tie Siduey
Street Presbyterian Chrrrch at SiilDcy and Minregota.

In 1929 the preetat saD(rtuilry rvas truilt rnd the educational fac;lities wer6
expaeded. A flne Eiigeri (-lrriitn E'itA given to r-hr churrh by the Peters famlly *r
a memorial to I|1r. and i{rs l';;rnh Fl- I,et€rF tn recognition of the devotod serTlc,
oyar a loug period of 're*rs wbicb ll{r. and ivIrs. F. H. Peters gave to the ehurch
the following resolurion *-as err,"huniasticall," arlopted by the eongregotion tn 1930,
"BE IT THEREF'O1iE itnS(;tl,VED that, in ;:ieurory of Mr. anit Mrs. F. IL Pst€rs,
whose loyalty aild taiihi':iresg to the eaur,e r;l Christ ir. lhia }ari of the Xiagdom
wts gleittly rosp0neibi, ;:or ihr privilefr.s an{l,it:r.rirg8 we Dow enJoy, we take
irsmediate steps to ilrc{}xporSte our n,:r .l:;:ith under tbe name of the Peters
Memorial Presbyterian Cbrrrch. . . ."

We givo thonks to Airnighty (;cd nn l.hin nrnttii,r.lr anniversary that we are
tle heirs $I such a toodly heritage. lVe gtr.c tnanks tco frrr the blesslnga whir-,h
haYo come t(, ua in the fe:ilowslrip by wbich \f!. are bound tO Christ, our LOrd. n.'e
earneeuy prry that we may be worthv ol these hleesings, and that we may shor"'
our worthlne"ss in loyaltv to Christ nnd .[Il8 Church.
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