
6/30/86 — The attached copy pages are from the book, “The Story of
Frederick C. Peters”. Francis Henry Peters mentioned in
the pages was the father of Emma L. (nee Peters) Baggerman
the mother of William F. Baggerman and Frederick P.
Baggerman. The subject of the book, Frederick C. Peters
was the first cousin of William F. Baggerman and Frederick
P. Baggerman



\\'l1en lreuis. pitifully \seak, \yould see his father he would greet him.
with the request, "Peel me a grape. Daddy."

This Peters did faithfully and remembrance of it brings a chuckle to
.\lrs. Peters. The burly l’eters, with stubby fingers using infinite care, removed
every trace of peeling: from the grapes his small son craved. \Vhen Lewis had
consumed all he wanted, he‘d end with this request “Dad, draw me a pumpkin.”

The relationship between Peters and Dr. Craham° was excellent. Through-
out his career l’eters surrounded himself with able men and any recital of his
life and accomplislunents must also tell of these men.

The Peters“ name was prominent for three generations in St, Louis mer-
cantile~ manufacturing. financial and philanthropic circles. Fred's grandfather.
Francis Henry l’eters, left his birthplace in Rothenfelde, Germany, to come
to St Louis in 195+ He became president of the Peters Dry Goods Company
and a ('o—founder of the l’eters Shoe (lompany.

.-\ thousand miles upstream from New Orleans, St. Louis‘ the crossroads
of western expansion \\ as founded by fur traders. Lewis and Clark and other
explorers started from St. Louis. \Ianufacture of (Iiyil \Var clothing and supplies
gaye impetus to the city's groutlr as did steamboating. railroading and out—

fittingr for the (faliforuia (Lold liush.

l‘d't)!” that “(Lateuay to the “Vest.” the l“. (I. l’eters‘ family traveled to
Florida to contribute to Fort Lauderdale “Gateway to the Everglades," t0
llroward (Iounty. to \liauii Beach. and to South l)a(le County.

°l‘i\arts .\. Crahain Dr. (irahain hrlped touml the ,\H‘i‘!'l\.|lt Board of Hunjr'n, “as pr: sult ut H' l‘t‘il of
the luternatmnal (:IihL’l't ss of Surat ons. and uas the set Mtul \inv riean to r. t r in the last! r ,\i: dal lli'
)IilHt'll ph}sni.u.s and. stieutists HI naming of thi- \littifilt HI tallwut tiou. hwlrouen lmuih hsts. llis
Nilttllt‘s on him; (.Hitl‘r \srvn him a l‘ilv“ ('au: ‘ r Soto t\ \u wl '
".\o ”EU-”"1“ of HM L’thtl’Jilult has llJll so l.ir‘_{t an impart upiii. smuvrs thi umhl river is [Cyaits
(lrahauld' said ()\\tl| ll. \\'.m)j¢ustiwu, \i l). w! [llt‘ liii\i:s|t\ of \llltiilMtlJ‘ HI l‘ltsh . "(.raliam's
tlIlIU‘IlHIllHH 1n thi- trv-atuivut of t‘llll7\lllt.\ lll \Vorhl \Vai [ laul [lh- foundation tor llts suliswlueut
euuueucv in this ilt'ltl of \HlflllY It is Htl'lt‘lIHL’ that thrw ill‘liisls‘ ulmh tHHIHl-Httl'tl so uuuh
of a suruettnls aitnits three or tour \l'td’lt" auo. hase piaitually disamuared 'lhe trratiuvm of
pneumonia u'ith antibiotus has made ruvpy ma \lfi‘l.|ll\ imrw \istent."

“’4 FRANCIS HENRY PETERS
“. . . A quiet. unassuming man",
grandfather of Frederick C. Peters,
who came to America from Ger-
many in 1854. Highly successful
in business, co-founder of the
Peters Shoe Company; deeply res
ligiousy generous in support of re-
ligious and educational institu-
tions . . . He set patterns followed
by his sons, his grandsons and
great grandsons.
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The More to Florida
Frederick C. Pettrs’
father, Frederick W.
Peters, (18674928). Son
of Francis H. Peters.
Frederick \V, Peters had
three sons, the youngest,
Frederick C., was also to
have three sons.

The American branch of the Peters family was founded when two brothers
and a sister came to St. Louis from Germany. One of the brotheré’ Francis
Henry Peters", had seven children. One of these Frederick VViiiiam Peters,
became Frederick (I. Peter s father He had t\\o other sons.

tanus Henry i’rtcrs‘. .\ triimtt- by Rev. karl Frcdcnik \Vcttstonc, l).l)., his former pihtm'

'ancis Henry i’t‘h‘fs, Frt'dt‘ntk (i. Pctcrs' Krilndfdthk‘r, dexeluped extensive business interests in mid-
.r\mcric;li His photograph rewind; it trio] nmn of benign mcm with \[ioW-whitc hair and a heard ”A
quiet and unussununu umn‘” HL‘CUHilHfl to his hmgmpher, The Rev. Karl Frcdenck \Vcttstune, D.D.
Francxs and his brother Frt‘dt’rlck \Vilhiim mtdhhxhcd .1 dry goods store. in 1889 and with Frederick
W. iuid a nephew and .x (.1p1tiil ot $140,000, founded the Peters and Miller Shoe Company with Fred
.u president and Francis as \icwpn-odcnt.



Chapter 21 Sentimental Journey

Samuel johnson said that curiosity is a eliaraeteristic of a \igorous mind.
Fred l’eters was intensely curious about almost everything.

Near the end of his career. he became curious about the homeland in
Germany from whence had come his grandfatheri Francis Henry Peters. the
great—great grandfather of the children of Fred l’eters’ three sons, Fred T.,
Lewis and Ferguson, So. Fred and Mrs. Peters \vent to Bad Rothenfelde in
Germany.

It is a small community and a health resort. An old fashioned band played
in the park when they arrived. His grandfather had emigrated from there to
America more than a hundred years earlier. “hen the mayor of Bad Rothen-
felde learned that the Peters were arriving he sent flowers and an invitation to
tea and coffee. Mr. Peters found no relatives he could positively identify.

He brought back books in German. printed in old fashioned script, about
the wonders of Bad Rothenfelde. The town is today a small but desirable spa
in the southern foothills of the “Teutoburger Wald," with lovely forests and
a gently rising range of hills in northern Germany. It has thirty-three hundred
inhabitants.

The volume on Bad Rothenfelde traced the history of that community
back to the Bronze and Iron ages. Another book gave the folklore and legends
of the region, and other publications told the stories of the great houses.



r[heStory0f
FREDERICKG
PETERS

ByAUGUST BURGHARD

TROPICAL PRESS, INC.


